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Theme of Study
Our project title is how China can solve the conflicts of Taiwan’s sovereignty.
The conflict between China and Taiwan was started in past since 1949. Kuomintang of China (KTM) was defended by Communist Party of China (CPC) in the civil war. KTM was moved to Taiwan up to nowadays. CPC was stayed in Mainland for many years. Since CPC cannot control KTM as they were a failure. So, they started to have different conflicts between them.
Objective of Study

In the 21st century, Asia is facing many challenges. Politically, we think that the sovereignty of Taiwan is the most interesting topic, because this conflict still cannot be settled in nowadays. We are questioning why China and Taiwan still cannot solve the problem since 1949. Also, we are confused in their relationship. So we want to deeply understand both situation and their governments view points on the sovereignty of Taiwan. Besides, we doubt whether today’s situation is affected by foreign countries standpoints. Thus, we want to find out USA governments’ point of view towards the conflicts too. Lastly, we think that the situation now is also due to how the local people think. That is the reason why we want to find out the will of the citizenry from Taiwan and China.

In fact, the answers from above can help us to figure out whether the conflicts can be solved or not. As in our opinion, the conflicts of Taiwan’s sovereignty could never be solved and holding operation is the best method for China. Therefore, after finding out the answers, if the conflicts can be solved, we will find out when and the China’s best method to solve the problem. If the conflicts can’t be solved, we will conclude the reason why China could never be unified. 
Scope of Study

Our title of this project is ‘How can China solve the conflicts of Taiwan’s sovereignty?’ In this project, we would like to know deeper about the conflicts and the relationship between China and Taiwan. We also want to find whether they can solve these problems in the future. We will interview the Mainlanders and Taiwanese to get more information about their opinion towards Taiwan’s sovereignty.  
We have set some questions to do this project:
1. How the different ideology of China and Taiwan affect the sovereignty of Taiwan?

2. How do the Chinese and Taiwanese residents think of the sovereignty of Taiwan?

3. What is the USA point of view on sovereignty of Taiwan?

We find out those answers by interviewing the Chinese and Taiwanese (questionnaire), finding the useful information from the Internet or library.

Doing this project, we expect that China can get back Taiwan since has tried to improve their relationship with Taiwan in the past few years e.g. China had sent two pandas to Taiwan.

Background Information
In 1945 the Republic of China takes control of Taiwan.Then, in 2000-2005 the President of the Republic of China Chen Shui-bian promotes the concept of One Country on Each Side which made the relationship between China and Taiwan are grim . But in 2008, when Ma became the president of  PRC, he stated that there are no promotion of Taiwan independence to have win-win solutions, thus ,the relationship becomes good in his term. Plus,Cross-strait Agreements are signed and a pair of giant pandas from China arrived at the Taipei Zoo in 2008.

Research Design

Sampling method

Simple random sampling
Methods of Data Collection
· Primary data (survey with Chinese and Taiwanese; face-to-face interviews with teachers)

· Secondary data (articles from the internet and books)
How the different ideologies of China and Taiwan affect the sovereignty of Taiwan?

Reasons for setting up this research question: The different ideologies of China and Taiwan are one of the reasons led the sovereignty problem. We believe if they have the same ideology, their political conflicts could be relieved.
Time, place:
26th March, 2010, St Paul’s School (Lam Tin)
How the Chinese & Taiwanese residents think of the sovereignty of Taiwan?

Reasons for setting up this research question: Residents act as a very important role in a country. The thoughts of Chinese and Taiwanese may help to investigate the sovereignty problems.  
Time, place:
1st April, 2010, Victoria Harbour and Avenue of Stars

What is the USA point of view on sovereignty of Taiwan?

Reasons for setting up this research question: Foreign countries viewpoints can interfere in political affairs of China and Taiwan. And USA is a very powerful country, so her view point is important to the sovereignty of Taiwan.
Time, place:

12th April, 2010, St Paul’s School (Lam Tin)
Research Result

A. The different ideologies of China and Taiwan 

	Examples
	Mainland China ( Socialism)
	Taiwan

(Capitalism)

	Political (e.g. freedom of speech, voting rights)
	No
	Yes

	Economy
	Planned
	Free


We compare the socialism and capitalism in different aspects; we find that they have different ideologies. China doesn’t have freedom of speech and voting rights, while Taiwan has. “Their political positions are totally different.” Ms K Yip said in the interview. Also, China practises planned economy but Taiwan practises free economy has respect of ownership. Thus, Taiwanese enjoy capitalism of Taiwan a lot.

So they may not satisfy with socialism of China, this may affect the rate of China to be unified. As the result, it will affect the sovereignty of Taiwan. 

B. The two governments view points on Taiwan’s sovereignty

(i) The Chinese government view points

The Chinese government refuses to maintain diplomatic relations with the nations that recognize the Taiwanese government. This seems that the Chinese government doesn’t identify Taiwan as a nation. But it regards Taiwan as a breakaway province. So the government really wants China to be unified.
(ii) The Taiwan government view points 

The president Ma of Taiwan government said he would never declare Taiwan to be independence and would not provoke China to attack Taiwan. This seems Taiwan government will promote better relationship with China, and will don’t talk much about the sovereignty of Taiwan. The view point on Taiwan’s sovereignty is neutral. 
C. How the Chinese & Taiwanese residents think of the sovereignty of Taiwan?
Result from our questionnaire: Survey question: Do you support China to be unified?
Opinions of both Mainlanders & Taiwanese about the unification of China
	
	No of people

	
	Yes
	No

	Mainlanders
	56
	4

	Taiwanese
	51
	9


We can see that most of Mainlanders and Taiwanese support China to be unified.
The main reason of Mainlanders and Taiwanese supporting China to be unified In order to find out why many Mainlanders & Taiwanese supporting China to be unified, we have interviewed 60 Mainlanders (56 of them support) & Taiwanese (51 of them support) by simple random sampling. The results are as follows:

Mainlanders’ chart
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The survey results show that
· 52% of Mainlanders support it because of nationalism, so support China’s decision.

· 41% of them support it because of some other reasons.

· 4% of them support it because it is a shame if China cannot be unified.

· 3% of them support it because Taiwan brings China manpower, resources
Taiwanese’s chart
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The survey results show that
· 53% of Taiwanese support it because they think that huge improvement in the economic partnership between China & Taiwan.

· 37% of them support it because Taiwan could get full support from China.

· 10% of them support it because fewer conflicts between China & Taiwan

Distribution of Chinese & Taiwanese age groups that support China to be unified 
In order to find out distribution of Mainlanders & Taiwanese age groups supporting China to be unified, we have interviewed 60 Mainlanders (56 of them support, but 30 of them with this reason ) & Taiwanese (51 of them support, but 27 of them with this reason) by simple random sampling. The results are as follows:

Mainlanders’ chart
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The survey results show that
· 46% of Mainlanders from 18-25 years old support China to be unified because of nationalism.
· Mainlanders from less than 18 (7%), larger than 60 years old (7%), 26 to 34(13%) and 35 to 59 (27%) support because of nationalism.
Taiwanese’s chart
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The survey results show that
· 63% of Taiwanese from 26-34 years old support China to be unified because they think that huge improvement in the economic partnership between China & Taiwan.
Taiwanese from less than 18 (7%), above 60 years old (0%), 35 to 59(11%) and 18 to 25(19%) show support because of the above reason.
D. The powerful USA point of views on Taiwan’s sovereignty 
The role of USA changed a little bit from past to now. US President Bill Clinton ordered to send ships to the Taiwan Strait in response to the action of China, after China conducted provocative missile tests in 1966 to influence Taiwan’s first direct presidential election. From this action, we can see that USA wanted to protect Taiwan from being threatened by China.

But two years later, Clinton announced “3 Nos” - say no to Taiwan independence, two Chinas and there should be no joining international organizations of Taiwan.

Then after Obama becomes the president of USA, he expressed that he will support the “ONE China” policy and concedes Taiwan is part of China. On the other hand, the USA does support Taiwan to be a membership in some international organization, for instance, World Trade Organization. It also keeps on selling defensive military equipment to declare peace and stability in Taiwan. For example on 1st February, the USA sold nearly $6 billion weapons to Taiwan which shows that the USA doesn’t care how China thinks. 
Therefore, the stand point of the USA changes from time to time. But it is still indefinite since the USA thinks holding operation of Taiwan’s sovereignty can benefit her the most.
Result of Face-to-Face Interview

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVuIB1lq3O8


Inside this video, we have interviewed Ms K Yip, a teacher in St. Paul’s School (Lam Tin) and we have asked her some questions about Taiwan’s sovereignty. 
In Ms Yip’s opinion, she thinks that Taiwan and China relationship is quite stable now. But if China force Taiwan integrate together now, Taiwan will still not agree with her. Moreover, she said she can’t any particular reason for urging Taiwan to integrate with China.
   Secondly, she thinks that China and Taiwan cannot solve the conflicts of sovereignty immediately and their present relationship will remain unchange for some time. She mentioned that the conflicts cannot be solved by military force because people from both side will not support as they don’t want to start a war. Besides, she estimated that the conflicts will not change in the following 10 years.

On the other hand, she thinks that the fusion of China and Taiwan mainly depends on the development of its economy, people livelihood and political. And it’s not suitable for China to be unified now. She said Taiwan’s situation is similar to Hong Kong because some Hong Kongers also dissatisfied with some political ideas that made by China’s government. Same as some Taiwanese may also disagree with China’s political decision.

In conclusion, she thinks that China can absolutely solve the problem with the help from Taiwan in the future. 
Conclusion

In this project, we found a lot of information to support our argument, “How can China solve the conflicts of Taiwan’s sovereignty?” 
The results of the research questions show that the ideologies between China and Taiwan are different. And this may affect the rate of solving the conflicts of Taiwan’s sovereignty because Taiwanese may afraid they will lose their freedom after integrate with China. (Refer to the research question 1)
We also interviewed 60 Mainlanders and 60 Taiwanese to find 1st hand information for research question2. From the result, we can see that main reason Mainlanders support China to be unified is because of nationalism. Most of them want to unite so China could become stronger, and even to be the most powerful nation in the world. Besides, the main reason Taiwanese support China to be unified is they think that there will have huge improvement in the economic partnership between China & Taiwan. As if China is unified, these two places can trade more easily. They will have more businesses afterward. Thus, their economy will also be improved because they can balance each other’s trade and many money will be earned too.
Furthermore, we found that the standpoint of USA is not so clear since she thinks holding operation situation of Taiwan could benefit her the most, as she has good relationship with both China and Taiwan. If China unified, China may affect the international status of USA. 
In the result of face-to-face interview, we agree Ms Yip opinion which China can solve the problem together with Taiwan in the future. But China should improve her weaknesses first.
Suggestions
The evidence shows China is capable to solve the Taiwan’s sovereignty. Most of the young Taiwanese or those in the middle age wish China to be unified. China would not use force to control Taiwan. China does not desire to threaten Taiwan. 

Besides, we observed China has been making a great improvement no matter in the economy, transportation and communication. China may want to have a preferential treatment for Taiwan.

China should keep on giving different special rebates or China and Taiwan carry a closer economic partnership scheme together just like China and Hong Kong. China should not intervene Taiwanese travelling along China and invest their capital in China. They can build up railways along China and Taiwan to keep a good transportation for allowing people to travel China and Taiwan easily. Hence, it may exchange their culture more easily and to mix their culture together. Taiwanese maybe accept China own culture and to ease up their different ideologies.

We think that the main reason why Taiwanese do not want to be controlled by China is that China does not permit the freedom of speech. Taiwanese cannot raise their disaffection of the government. Thus, we suggest China reform the freedom of speech. Otherwise, Taiwanese will be threatened by putting into jail in speech.

Thus, it produces a good image to Taiwanese and builds their confidence to China. Moreover, China can demonstrate to the world especially for Taiwan that China will treat Taiwan so well if Taiwan rude under China. In addition, it shows China is really wanted to take care of her brother, Taiwan. 

Some information presents that China may become the strongest country in the world after 30years. China will have strong power no matter in economy, military or even technology.

If China keeps a closer relationship with Taiwan, at once she promised to take care of her and gives benefits to her. Taiwan may consider it seriously. Taiwan is not a powerful city, when she turned into a crisis, she is unable to offset it but she needs a help. That is one of the reasons that China could try to convince her.

To solve the Taiwan’s sovereignty is not that easy and a short period of work. It might take a long time for China. According to her ability, China is enabling to improve faster if she wants.
References
· Internet 

The most popular search engines are YAHOO! Hong Kong (www.yahoo.com.hk)
· People 

The interviewers from China and Taiwan have given us their opinions on the Taiwan’s sovereignty problems.

Our Teachers Ms. W.Y Yu and Ms. K. Yip have also given us their opinions and the information on the Taiwan’s sovereignty.
· Book

    Winberg Chai (2007). China A to Z: Everything You Need to Know to Understand Chinese Customs and Culture. England. Plume
Appendix
Questionnaire asked during interviews
For Ms. K. Yip, Teacher in St.Paul’s School ( Lam Tin)
1) Do you have any special standpoint?

2) Can China solve the sovereignty of Taiwan?

3) How long will the situation now stand for? 

4) Are there any methods for solving Taiwan’s sovereignty?

5) Why do you think that Taiwan doesn’t want to be ruled by China?

6) Why China can’t be unified now?
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